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"THE FREEDOM OF FORGIVENES S’

If feels great to be free. In just a few days we will be celebrating the 4th of July, also known as Independence Day. For some of us we
think about BBQ, fireworks, sparklers, lemonade, fireflies, splashing in the creek, sitting in lawn chairs or Old Glory. However, this
holiday is about much more. It is about freedom. Are you glad to be free?

As followers of Christ Jesus we have experienced a different kind of freedom. We enjoy the freedom of forgiveness. It feels really good
to bask in the glow of forgiveness from the Father. We love to read about how there is "No condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus" (Romans 8:1). It is a gift we love to receive, but it is much harder to give. What happens when the shoe is on the other foot? It
hurts. When someone treats us unfairly or wrongly.... it REALLY hurts. We weep. We mourn. We experience anger, frustration, and
deep emotional turmoil. The world will say, "Take vengeance. Pay them back for what they've done to you." But what did Jesus do?
How would God want you to act toward that individual?

Forgiveness involves more than just an action, it is an attitude, where we abandon all animosity and hatred. Paul said, “All bitterness,
anger, wrath, clamor and evil speaking should be put away” (Ephesians 4:31) in order for forgiveness to take place. In fact, Jesus brings
this full circle when He taught that if we want to receive forgiveness, we have to give forgiveness (Matthew 6:12, 14-15, Luke 6:37).
When we forgive others we please God. Our actions toward others will help Him decide our eternal fate. That is a lot of pressure!

When we forgive others it doesn't mean that they are not guilty. It doesn't mean that | will forget it or that the pain will fade away. It
cannot erase the mistakes, the sorrow or the consequences. What it does mean is that we are allowing ourselves to be set free from
the burden of that mistake. We hand it over to God.

Remember that godly love (agape) conquers all because it allows us to humanize our enemies (Matthew 5:44) and enables us to stop
keeping track of the wrongs someone has committed against us (I Corinthians 13:5). Ultimately, God wants us to see the benefits of
conflict resolution (Matthew 6:14-15, Matthew 5:23-24, Matthew 18:15-35, Galatians 6:1-2). He knows we need reconciliation with Him,
first, and then to others as well. Think about the forgiveness God has given you... then pass it on to others. In this way, you are more
like God than ever before. Because God is a God of lovingkindness, grace, mercy, and forgiveness. | know it hurts, but try to let God
handle the pain while you handle the peace.
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The "Sunshine Studies” online series bas moved to 9 AM on Sundcgy MOornings.
© These studies revolve around the Sermon on the Mount and are directed towards our
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Bible lessons until Sundqy morning Bible classes resume at the bui[a’ing at 9 AM in the
near future. Please watch the bulletin and our social media pages for that update.

TITUS Camp will be beld July 12-1§ in an online virtual format. There will be more than
t I\t u S C a m p 30 teachers /ve[ping students de'velop [edders/oip and communication s/(_i[[s. It will be absolute[y
FREE! Go to www.bcu.edu or follow @TITUSCamp on social media.

We are tentatz"vebf Planning an awards presentation next Sund@i morning services —_]u[y 5.
We want to encourage everyone to stickaround for about 10-1 § minutes as we pass out the trop})ies,
certificates, and other awards to our L2L /Q'a[s. Also, we p[cm on getting started with Junior Leaders
ASAP when Sunday nz’gbt services resume. We discussed in last week’s ZOOM meeting that we will be
attendz'ng an L2L convention in New Orleans on August 8. T/vanbou to everyone who kelped our young
BUILDING GODLY LEADERS people this year in L2L. We [ook fomard to going to the convention in 2021.
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