
In many recent sermons and classes Romans 8:1 has become a scripture of discussion.  In that passage Paul says, "There is
no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus."  Yes, that is in the Bible. No, most Christians don't believe the
simple truth of that passage. Are you under conviction or condemnation?  Or are you safe?  What do you believe?

When I live my daily life I have experiences that make me question who is leading me.   I wonder if it’s God’s influence
or Satan’s snare.  Ever feel that way?  If it's God, we certainly don't want to rebuke Him but we need to be careful not to
confuse the attack of the enemy with the voice of God.   And I certainly don’t want to attribute the works of God to that
of Satan.  Is there a way to know the difference between God’s leading and Satan’s traps?   I think so.  How?  Well, (1)
notice who is speaking or working around you, (2) what is being said or done to you, and (3) the motive behind what is
being said or done. 

WHO: First, clarify your exact feelings. Take a moment, condense them into a few sentences and say them out loud to
yourself or a friend.  Does it sound like God?  Does it fit His character?  Is it an area of sin?  Does it line up with the Bible?  
Would God really want this for you?  Could it be part of His plan?  Or could it be an evil influence?

WHAT: Second, remember that God is consistent. The Bible is clear and God’s Spirit will not lead us way from His Word.  
However, our own spirit will easily lead us down the path to sin and destruction.  I believe that God will let us know if we
are heading down the wrong path.  Look for the signs.  Remember God is specific, but Satan is usually more general in
nature.   It could be a vague feeling that everything is wrong, but you can't put your finger on anything.  For example,
you may get the feeling that you're a hypocrite.  Why?  Do you know what you need to do to change?  Or is it just your
mind telling you to do whatever you want because you are nothing but an inadequate sinner?  Think about it.  Does that
sound like God or Satan?  Be honest. Is that the words of a liar and deceiver or a loving Father?

WHY: Third, consider the outcome. When I discipline my children I'm specific because I'm training them.  I want them
to learn - to do better next time.  I want them to grow into healthy maturity, not lose heart in defeat.  If I spank my son I
may say, “I am spanking you because you just hit your brother and I want you to know that its wrong.”  I would never
grab him and say, “You're getting this spanking because you'll never make it as my son. You're a wreck. You may never
grow up right!” 

Many times God speaks to us without opening up the sky.  His discipline may hurt for a time, but His motive is always
love.  It may be tough love, but its still love!  The surgeon carefully cuts out the cancer, but the robber slashes us in the
street.  One uses a knife for healing purposes, the other for destruction.  Two situations, two people with knifes, and two
different outcomes.  The goal of God's conviction is to draw us closer to Him - our lives bearing good fruit.  The devil's
condemnation is designed to drive us away from the Lord into a fruitless, hopeless existence. 

Satan wants us to give up but God just wants us to shape-up!   Let’s be cautious to notice God’s leading and aware of
Satan’s deceptive spirit.  We have to be ready to fight daily with our Christian armor.   Satan is after us but remember that
God will never leave our side! Have a great week!!!
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We offer two opportunities for our children during the week for Bible study.  On Sunday mornings 
we meet on the front pew for a "Pew Packers" style class before worship.  SONSHINE STUDIES will have

singing, Bible reading, and an object lesson for pre-K to 5th grade.  We also have Wednesday night
Bible classes for all ages!  The teenagers will be studying the L2L material to prepare for the 2021 

convention in Orlando, FL. Please bring your children and teens to Bible study and worship.
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TENTATIVE YOUTH CALENDAR:
February 7 - SONSHINE STUDIES @ 9:30 AM

February 10 - Family Bible Hour @ 6:30 PM
February 14 - SONSHINE STUDIES @ 9:30 AM

February 17 - Family Bible Hour @ 6:30 PM
February 21 - SONSHINE STUDIES @ 9:30 AM

February 24 - Family Bible Hour @ 6:30 PM
February 28 - SONSHINE STUDIES @ 9:30 AM

February 28 - Game ht @ 6:30 PM

We've got questions. You've got answers. Don't throw us shade. It's time to spill
the tea. This is an interview with one of our teens in a series of random questions.  We call it "7 Groovy

Questions." You can find it on Facebook, Instagram or YouTube. The next video will be with Chase Joiner.

Next week will be Valentine's Day.  Yes, it is a secular holiday with absolutely no
biblical significance.  However, the Bible repeatedly tells us to love one another. 

 Take an opportunity this week to call, text, write or email someone to tell them that
they are loved.  It will bless both of you!

We need to start getting prepared for the convention in Orlando - April 1-4.
If you want to participate as a student, a coach, a judge, a donor or in any other way, please

see Ray ASAP. The deadline for registration of events will be then end of February.  
We are VERY excited about participating this year at convention!
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We always have fun on our Youth & Young Adult Game ht.  We usually have
these events in the fellowship hall on the last Friday of the month.  However, this
month we are considering moving it to the last Sunday afternoon/night, which will

be February 28th.  See Ray or Misty to give your suggestions.


