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"THE POWER OF THE TonGug'

We may never know the true potential and power of the human tongue. | just think we need to understand the power of the
tongue. Speech is one of the greatest powers God has given us. Proverbs 18:21 says, “Death and life are in the power of the
tongue.” James 3:1-11 says, "My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment.
For we all stumble in many things. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body.
Indeed, we put bits in horses’ mouths that they may obey us, and we turn their whole body. Look also at ships: although they are
so large and are driven by fierce winds, they are turned by a very small rudder wherever the pilot desires. Even so the tongue is a
little member and boasts great things. See how great a forest a little fire kindles! And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The
tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by
hell. For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and creature of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by mankind. But no man can
tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men, who
have been made in the similitude of God. Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought
not to be so. Does a spring send forth fresh water and bitter from the same opening? Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear olives, or a
grapevine bear figs? Thus no spring yields both salt water and fresh."

James says that the controlled tongue has the power to direct lives (James 3:1-5). We direct others when we teach. The ability to
control our tongue is the ultimate test of maturity and self-control. Don’t underestimate the powerful influence of the tongue! It
does two things: (1) It directs our lives. We shape our words and then our words shape us. “You have to live with the consequences
of everything you say” (Proverbs 18:20). (2) It directs the lives of those around us. “Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to the
soul and healing to the bones” (Proverbs 16:24).

The second thing James says is that the uncontrolled tongue has the power to destroy lives and display our heart (James 3:5-8). Our
words can destroy our life and future. Our words can destroy the lives of those around us. | have been hurt by the words, gossip,
slander and hate speech of others. However, | must admit that | have also had the same problem of keeping my words seasoned
with grace. | have learned two things: (1) Fires are easier to prevent than put out. Notice the illustration of James. (2) Ships are
easier to dock than navigate. It is much less difficult to stay silent than to walk back words spoken in haste.

Finally, James says that the uncontrolled tongue is inconsistent and displays our heart (James 3:9-12). “For out of the overflow of
the heart, the mouth speaks” (Matthew 12:34). How do we know that this is a serious problem? We need to realize two things: (1)
We cannot control our tongue ourselves. (2) Our tongue problems are really heart problems. Many Christians gossip and lack of
resolve for resolution in conflicts today. We need to seek the mind of Christ in all things (Philippians 2:5).

How do we get control of our tongue? Here are some good ideas: (1) Give your heart to God each day. “Therefore, | urge you,
brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God - this is your spiritual act of
worship.” (Romans 12:1) (2) Guard your heart each moment. “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.”
(Proverbs 14:23) And remember that Psalm 141:3-4 says, “Set a guard over my mouth, O Lord; keep watch over the door of my lips.
Let not my heart be drawn to what is evil.” (3) Practice blessing others. We need to praise God each and every day. “Praise the
Lord. How good it is to sing praises to our God, how pleasant and fitting to praise Him.” (Psalm 147:1) And we also need to bless
one person each day with an encouraging word.

We need to watch our mouths and control our tongues. That sounds negative, doesn’t it? But what if we all concentrated on
lifting up and edifying each other. Isn’t that what Christianity is really all about? Who have you praised today? Use your words for
good! May God bless you and merry Christmas! Have a great week!
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WEDNESDAY NIGHTS @ 6:30 PM
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A study of

We offer two opportunities for our children during the weekfor Bible studj. Omn Sund@) mornings
we meet on the front pew for a "Pew Pac/(_ers" stjle class before worskip. SONSHINE STUDIES will hawve
singing, Bible reading, and an object [esson for pre-K to 5't19 gmde. We also bave Wednesd@i nig/vt
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Bible classes for all ages! The teenagers will be stuc{ying the L2L material to prepare for the 2021
convention in Orlando, FL. Please bringjour children and teens to Bible study and wors]vip.
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) Young Adult Christmas Party will be beld on Sund@) evening, December zo0th, beginnz’ng

: ! n at 6 PM. 1t will be beld in the fe[lows/vip ball and we are asking everyone to bring a side
;‘ dish and/or dessert. Please RSVP with Ray by that Sunday morning if you can attend.

sy J U Also, we need teens to volunteer to watch the little ones in the Theater.

& GUYS NIGHT our

We are planm’ng a gzrls nzg})t out and guys nzg})t out
for Sczturdqy, January 2. The date and location are
TBA. See Misty or Ray for more details.

Youth & Y oung Adult Game S\Q'g/ats will resume on January 29th at 6:30 PM.
Game nigkts will be beld in the fe[[owskip ball on the last Frid@i of the montbh.
We are askz’ng everyone to bring a finger food and/or a dessert. A movie will
Pl@i in the Theater for the little kids who do not want to Pl@i games.
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\'Vs.D‘\\ ’\\\\L“ - We've <got questzons. You've got aAnswers. Don't t/vronv us s/mde. It's time to spz[l
YOUTHNCAM P
DECEMBER 27-30, 2020 5+ 3 9 . . . . 9
< AT e t/oe tea. T/azs IS an interview wzt/y one of our teems in a series of mndom c]uestzons.

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA

We call it "~ Groovy Questions.” You can find it on Facebookz Instagram or
YouTube. The next video will be with Chase Joiner.

Gledl FaY® | 9 TENTATIVE YOUTH CALENDAR:

December 20 - SONSHINE STUDIES @ 9:30 AM
EXD = R‘ Zh C = December 20 - Y oung Adult Christmas Party @ 6 PM

IRTUARY 154 9051 December 27 - SONSHINE STUDIES @ 9:30 AM
December 27-30=BXC in Huntsville
GULF 2021 | RHYTHMS December 30 - Bible Class @ 6:30 PM - Remain in the Auditorium

January 2 - G.N.O. (Details TBA)
Annual Convention January 3 - SONSHINE STUDIES @ 9:30 AM
April 1-4. 2021 January 6 - Famib Bible Hour @ 6:30 PM
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‘CHALLENGE YOUTH
CONFERENCE

February 26-28 2021 BUILDING GODLY LEADERS

Rey Reynolds -- (251) 923-895] -- sun\n\erc)a' eq(,@(,n\av' com




